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Dear Friends
and Family

Dear Friends and Family,

It is wit h so m uch joy that I get to share testimony with you to what 
the Lord has done in 2017. More than anything else, this year has 
unfolded l ike a really good st ory. The Lord has called us forward, in 
faith, toward risk, and confirmed each step in surprising and 
wonderful ways. And so t h is repor t  reads m ore l ike a st ory. 

At the end of 2016, we sensed God leading us to put everything out on 
the table before him together, and to commit our hearts to only 
picking back up the things that are moving us in the direction that He 
is taking us. This is a scary thing for anyone who takes comfort in the 
familiar! The process opened up our hearts to deeper things going on 
in each of us, and helped us to see more clearly how He?s made us 
and what how He?s called us t o car ry out  HIS purposes in our city 
and neighborhood. Even the things we sensed him leading us to pick 
back up became altered in form in order to better serve their function 
toward our larger vision.

We believe that JESUS LOVES GRAND RAPIDS---that He REALLY loves 
the people of our city. And we are committed to coming alongside 
Him in what He is  up to in order to do our part in seeing His Kingdom 
come here and the Family of God grow as Father?s heart permeates 
the church and culture.

Tim Collier

Director/Overseer
"We believe Jesus 

           Loves Grand Rapids"
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As we were in the midst of listening and discerning at the end of 
2016, on Christmas Eve t he Lord st rongly im pressed on me 
(Tim) the phrase ?prayerful friendship.?  The impression still has 
not let me go. Since that day, as leaders and as a community, 
we?ve been continuing to let the Lord lead us in how to walk out 
what it means for us. Here is what that has looked like in 2017. 

We first began to allot time and intention toward connect ing 
w it h ot her  church leaders in and around the city. We were 
surprised right away to see that through various circumstances 
the Lord introduced us to several new relationships with leaders 
who are seeking to grow and multiply missional communities or 
missional house churches within their current congregations or by 
planting from a single house church and multiplying. We've also 
been incredibly blessed to be able to pray regularly with a couple 
of different groups of pastor of congregations in the city and 
ministry leaders. This was incredibly encouraging and we see this 
as a confirmation from God to continue in these friendships, 
praying and encouraging one another to grow and mature in the 
pockets of the city he?s placed us. We know that church-planting 
and church pastoring can be extremely emotionally difficult work, 
and so continuing to foster community by growing in friendship 
and prayer among leaders is valuable and worthwhile.  We 
continue to prioritize spaces where we are able to spend time in 
prayer with other leaders in the church. 

Prayerful Friendship

We continue to prioritize praying and growing friendship

                      with other leaders in the church of the city  

| PRAYER |
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For years, one of our favorite times of each year is when we get to see how 
God will orchestrate a new group of students to take up in their hearts and 
schedules to organize t he annual 24-7 Prayer  Tent . It seem s l ike a 
m iracle each year  that it continues to happen as it is quite an undertaking, 
yet completely student-led. We get to come alongside whoever God puts it 
on their heart to carry it by coaching, resourcing, and encouraging them 
through the whole process of planning and hosting it. 

Calvin Prayer Tent

"We were surprised to see so many students impacted as 
they shared with us their stories of how they experienced 
God in prayer." -Hannah Attema (student prayer leader)

| PRAYER |
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Next, as we began to plan for the 4th annual RIDE GR city-wide 
prayer ride, we sensed a nudge to remove the fundraising aspect 
from the event, so as not to dilute this from being anything but a 
gift to the church of the city. This was definitely a stretching 
decision, as this fundraiser has become a significant piece of our 
financial make-up, but we had faith that Father would provide all 
that we need if we obeyed. It was so fun to see how many different 
kinds of people and churches participated one way or another. 
Representatives from six different churches biked around the city 
(literally) together, visiting 10 different ministries/churches, and 
prayed for 17 different ones all together. And when all was said 
and done, everything we needed financially in 2017 was provided. 
AMEN!

RIDE GR
City- Wide Prayer Ride

"RIDE GR was nourishing for me, and it was a moment of 
growth for those within our community who came to see 
what we are doing is bigger than us. It was a time of 
illumination." -Eric Kas (Pastor at Good News Gatherings)

| PRAYER |
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One of the new commitments we had made coming into the year was toward a more 
fam ily-l i fe-int egrat ed m ode of  m ission . As we?ve grown into a community of families 
with young children, we?ve found that we need to find new ways of missionally engaging 
with our neighbors  that naturally utilize the gift of our children within the limitations of 
their natural rhythms and needs. When the opportunity came up to partner with our 
neighbors at Steepletown Neighborhood Services to rally the neighborhood around 
building a new k ids playground across t he st reet  from us, we were absolutely thrilled! 
We?d been praying and hoping for a playground for the families in our neighborhood for 
years! Jordan Cooper led our community to help canvas the neighborhood and rally 
volunteers to help with the project. This new playground has become our  best  new  way 
of  connect ing and grow ing relat ionships with neighbors spontaneously and organically 
while our kids play together in this brand new third space.

Playground Build
Neighborhood

| MISSION | JUSTICE |
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At the end of the summer we spent six weeks with the communal posture of waiting on the 
Lord together. All of our corporate times of gathering were spent in worship, reading scripture, 
or listening to the Spirit together. One of  t hem es t hat  cam e out  of  t h is t ime was about 
st ewarding sacred space. As we considered what this might look like practically, we dreamt 
about what it might look like to perform a renovation on the prayer garage, which has been in 
need of some repair and mostly used as a meeting space for the last year and a half. Later, at 
the international gathering, Lisa Koons, a pioneer in city-wide prayer work in Charlotte, NC, gave 
an exhortation that ?a permanent prayer space IS a city-wide prayer strategy.? We were in 
agreement that this was a confirmation for us to renovat e and recom m ission t he prayer  
garage, and begin to steward it again as a sacred space available to all the neighborhood and 
city to meet with God. We made this the focus of our year-end campaign and the Lord provided 
abundantly for us to meet the financial goal!

Stewarding
Sacred Space

"In the garage, it reminded me that, no matter what, 
God's love is all over. I Felt the Spirit there for the 
first time" -Curtis

| PRAYER |
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During this last year, we?ve had 
the opportunity to offer the 
Boiler Room Community house 
as a place of t em porary 
t ransit ional housing to f ive 
neighbors who have 
exper ienced hom elessness 
or were losing their homes. 
The scarcit y of  af fordable 
housing in our neighborhood 
has become a primary issue 
seen here and across the city. 
We are thankful to be able to 
offer this resource for the 
neighbors we know personally 
struggling as a result of the 
changing economic 
circumstances, and to be able 
to walk alongside them as a 
community.

In line with our new em phasis on m ore shared ownership of our mission 
among the community, we decided to shift to a monthly rhythm for Love Feast 
meals in order to make it more manageable for all community members to 
attend each meal and be in unity of mind and heart during the evenings. We?ve 
found that this has made a vast difference in terms of the whole feel of the 
evenings, as well as freed up more space for us on other weeks to pursue 
relationship-building activities in smaller settings with the people of peace who 
are leaning in with us. During one Love Feast, a man named Kevin 
sur rendered him self  t o Jesus t hrough t ears while receiving prayer ministry 
after a long conversation over dinner. It was a powerful moment that speaks to 
the way God continues to use sim ple hospit al it y, a listening ear, and prayer to 
drive His love home into the hearts of those He?s calling to Himself.

Community
House

Love Feast
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In the context of our extended family in the 24-7 Prayer 
USA/Boiler Room Network, this year has seen a 
recommissioning of a new direct or  and the beginning of 
a new nat ional lead t eam  to help steward the 
movement. In the process of this, in July, Tim  of f icial ly 
st epped on board w it h t h is t eam  and was 
commissioned both in Kansas City and at the 
International 24-7 Prayer Gathering in October, to help 
discern and implement a way forward. This new role for 
Tim on the national team seems to directly coincide with 
and influence the work in prayerful friendship here in 
Grand Rapids. The national team is hoping t o see cit y 
coordinat ors in cit ies t hroughout  t he count ry, and 
Tim has officially taken on this role in Grand Rapids to 
help shape it.

24- 7 Prayer USA

"To be a christian without prayer is no more possible than 
to be alive without breathing." -Martin Luther
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We are so excited to see how God continues to move the story 
forward in 2018, bringing reconciliation and transformation in our 
neighborhood and city, and surprising us with His love and power 
every step of the way. 

Please be in prayer  for  us in the following ways: 

- for wisdom  and courage to listen, discern, and obey
- to walk  in joy and unit y as a community on mission
- for provision of  resources for all He's invited us into

Thank you for journeying with us---for every way that you have 
walked alongside and continue to contribute to this story being 
written. 

-The SBR Family

STOCKBRIDGE BOILER ROOM 

713 5th St. NW Grand Rapids, MI 49504

StockbridgeBoilerRoom.org

2017 Budget  
Payroll: $43,908
Travel: $1,200
Utilit ies/Insurance/Supplies: $17,088

Tot al Budget ed: $62,196 
Tot al Donat ions/ Incom e: $66,126
Tot al Expenses: $65,261    


